
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                               Veterans Day Ceremony Highlighted by Ceremonial Transfer of State Veterans Home to DVS 
 

 
Silver City 

 

  
ABOVE LEFT PHOTO: Hurley Elementary School Sixth Grade Teacher Mrs. Anisse Salcido introduces Department of 
Veterans Services Veterans Service Officer Bradley Brock as the Guest Speaker at the school’s annual Veterans Appreciation 
Ceremony on November 9. 
(photo courtesy: Bradley Brock/DVS Grant County-Based Veterans Service Officer) 

 
ABOVE RIGHT PHOTO: Veterans attending the public ceremony were asked by Mr. Brock to stand and be recognized for 
their service and sacrifice for our country. (photo courtesy: Bradley Brock) 
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ABOVE LEFT PHOTO: Students from Mrs. Melissa Brown’s third grade class salute veterans in 
attendance at Hurley Elementary School’s annual Veterans Appreciation Day ceremony on November 9. 
(photo courtesy: Bradley Brock/DVS Grant County-Based Veterans Service Officer) 

 
ABOVE RIGHT PHOTO (Ft.  Bayard National Cemetery): CSM Pat Tedford (USAF-retired) was the Guest Speaker at the 
annual Veterans Day Ceremony at the nearby Ft. Bayard National Cemetery. (photo courtesy: Bradley Brock) 



 

 
 

A check for $15,791 was presented on November 4 to 
the Doña Ana County Humane Society (DACHS) by 
DACHS Board Member and U.S Marine Corps veteran 
Lori English of Las Cruces (left), and fellow veterans 
Judy Quintana (USAF) (center), and Tammy Starr 
Duncan (USN) from Albuquerque. 

 
The women, along with USAF veterans Natalie 
Anthony and Debra White, raised the money as part of 
a years-long Smokee Memorial Mile of Dollars 
fundraising effort spearheaded by Ms. English in honor 
of her pet Chihuahua “Smokee,” who passed away in 
2013. 

 
The women attended gun show, antique shows, and other various events collecting donations of 
one-dollar bills. The goal was to collect enough bills--10,560—that, if placed end-to-end, would stretch for 
one mile. They surpassed the amount by $5,231. 

 
Besides their love of the Humane Society, all five women are also very active in supporting women 
veterans through similar fundraising efforts and outreach events throughout the state. 

Table Reservations for 2018 
Military & Veterans Day at the Legislature 

 
2018 Military & Veterans Day at the Legislature has been designated as Wednesday, January 31, during 
the legislative session at the State Capitol in Santa Fe. 

 
There are a limited number of spaces allotted for service organizations to set up tables in the west wing 
of the Capitol Rotunda. On Friday, December 15 at 10a.m., the New Mexico Department of Veterans 
Services (DVS) will send an E-mail with an application for a table reservation. Reservations will be 
granted based on the order in which completed applications are e-mailed back to and received by DVS. 

 
 Rese rvations can ONLY be mad e by this email process . They cannot be made before the December 15 
email is sent. No phone calls will be accepted. No exceptions will be made to these conditions. A waiting 
list will be compiled once the number of allotted spaces has been filled—and will also be based on the 
order in which e-mails were received by DVS. 

 
 2 0 18 Mili tary & V e tera ns Da y a t the Le gis la ture  
Military & Veterans Day at the Legislature is the annual day hosted by DVS and the New Mexico 
National Guard to honor active-duty service members and veterans for their military service . 

 
The theme for the 2018 Military & Veterans Day at the Legislature is The 50th Anniversary of the 
Vietnam War: Honoring the Westphall Foundation and the Vietnam Memorial in Angel Fire. The day is 
highlighted by an 11a.m. ceremony in the Capitol Rotunda. More details about the ceremony will be 
provided by DVS in future e-mails and news releases. 

Women Veterans Raise Money for the 
Doña Ana County Humane Society 



 

 
TSgt David Wimmer 

Apr. 16, 1947-Aug. 19, 2017 
Holloman AFB. 

 
At the interment, a Flag Fold ceremony, Rifle 

Volley, and a rendition of Taps were performed by an Honor Guard from 
Holloman AFB. Members of the Patriot Guard Riders were on hand to 
provide a Flag Line. Son-in-Law John Houston eulogized TSgt Wimmer 
as “a great military man, a great civil servant---but an even greater family 
man who touched everyone he met with his kindness and humor.” 

 
TSgt Wimmer is survived by his wife of 48-years, Janis; two daughters-- 
Tina Warner of Alamogordo, and Denise & husband John Houston of 
Alamogordo; son Eric Wimmer & wife Maria of Casper, WY; seven 
grandsons, three great-granddaughters, and one great-grandson. 

 
“He loved to make people laugh—he believed laughter heals people,” recalled his widow Janis. “He was 
also extremely proud that he was able to serve our country as a member of the U.S. Air Force.” 

 
A public memorial was held on August 19 at VFW Post 7686 in Alamogordo—of which TSgt Wimmer 
was a lifetime member. Mrs. Wimmer said her husband let it be known during his remaining days about 
his desire to be buried in the new cemetery. 

 
“He told us that’s where he wanted to be buried—no 
matter when the cemetery would open,” said Mrs. 
Wimmer. “I’m sure he’s really proud right now that he 
was the first veteran to be buried at the Ft. Stanton 
Veterans Cemetery.” 

 
There are 650 in-ground crypts for caskets and urns, 
and 480 columbarium niches for cremated remains at 
the 13-acre cemetery, which is New Mexico’s first state 
veterans cemetery. Groundbreaking took place last 
month in Gallup for the state’s second state veterans 
cemetery. The development process is underway for 
state veterans cemeteries in Angle Fire and Carlsbad. 

First Veteran Buried at the 
State Veterans Cemetery at Ft. Stanton 

 
 
 
 
 

The first funeral was held at the State Veterans Cemetery at Ft. Stanton on 
November 13—just one week after it opened. 

 
The cremated remains of retired USAF TSgt David Wimmer were laid to rest with 
military honors during a brief in-ground interment ceremony attended by family 
members and friends. 

 
The 70-year old long time resident of Alamogordo passed away on August 9 
after a long battle against bladder cancer. TSgt Wimmer served from 1966-1986 
with the Air Force, including three tours of duty over the skies of Vietnam as a 
Huey “door gunner” and later as a KC-135 Boom Operator. After his retirement, 
he went on to a long career and eventually retired as a Civil Service employee at 



 
 
 

  
 
 

  
ABOVE PHOTO: Janis W immer accepts the folded 
American Flag from the Holloman AFB Honor Guard … 

 
BELOW PHOTO: ...and then places a rose in the urn 
gravesite of her husband, retired USAF TSgt. David 
Wimmer (photo below) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ABOVE PHOTO: DVS State Veterans Cemetery at 
Ft. Stanton employees Robert Calles and David Flores 
carefully place the urn containing the cremated remains 
of retired USAF TSgt David Wimmer into the ground 
during the November 13 funeral of TSgt Wimmer. 



 

 

New Mexico Department of Veterans 
Services Secretary Jack Fox will take part 
in a special 10a.m. Christmas Wreath 
ceremony on Monday, December 11, at 
the State Capitol Rotunda in Santa Fe. 

 
The public is invited to attend this annual 
ceremony presented by the Daughters of 
the American Revolution/Stephen Watts 
Kearny Chapter. Secretary Fox will 
represent the state of New Mexico in 
accepting a giant wreath donated by the 
Worcester Wreath Company. The Maine-
based company is donating similar wreaths 
to all fifty states to honor the service of our 
nation’s military veterans and active duty 
personnel. 

 
The following Saturday, December 16, the public is also invited to place nearly 
2,000 smaller wreaths on gravesites at the Santa Fe National Cemetery for the 
annual 10a.m. Wreaths Across America ceremony presented by the Santa Fe 
Chapter of the Civil Air Patrol. 

 
This ceremony is similar to ceremonies at more than 1,200 private and national 
cemeteries nationwide— including the Ft. Bayard National Cemetery in 
southwestern New Mexico—which are all synchronized with the noon (EDT) 
Wreaths Across America Ceremony at the Arlington National Cemetery in 
Washington, D.C. These smaller “live” wreaths are also provided by the Worcester 
Wreath Company 
and have been paid for by donations from private citizens or civic organizations 
wishing to honor the service and memory of deceased veterans. 

 
For more information about the December 11 State Capitol Wreath Ceremony, contact 
Eleanor Ortiz at 
 e lea no rbo rtiz@ ya h o o .co m or (505) 670-1089. For more information the December 
16 Wreaths Across America ceremony at the Santa Fe National Cemetery, 
contact Santa Fe CAP/Composite Squadron Commander Angie Slingluff at a kwo 
m a n8 6@ ya h o o .co m or (907) 330-4977. 

 
 

DVS Secretary Fox to Accept Special Wreath 
on Behalf of the State of New Mexico 
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DVS Managers Take Phone Calls on Popular Radio Show 
New Mexico Department of Veterans Services 
Secretary Jack Fox (center, in gray suit), DVS Health 
Care Coordination Director Mitchell Lawrence (next to 
Sec. Fox) and DVS Cemeteries & Monuments Director 
Tom Wagner were guests on Albuquerque Radio 
Station KKOB 770AM’s The Bob Clark Show on 
November 30. 

 
In addition to providing updates on the State Veterans 
Home, State Cemetery Program, and other veterans 
issues, the three DVS representatives answered 
questions from listeners of the popular “live” daily 
9am-10am show. 
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